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WEEK THREE: LEADER GUIDE

Wisdom in an Age of Foolishness

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter asks a fundamental discipleship question: Whose voice is directing how we live? Foolishness
in Scripture is not about having low intelligence. A fool can be educated, successful, sophisticated, and
influential. This issue isn’t whether God does or doesn’t exist. Biblical foolishness is living as though God
is irrelevant. Pastor Nirup describes it as the posture that says God isn't needed for this decision in our
lives.

Wisdom offers a radically different posture. Wisdom is the careful discernment of God's heart and the
expressed obedience to his will. Wisdom is therefore more than possessing correct information. It is
becoming the kind of person whose character and decisions increasingly reflect God's heart. James 3
describes wisdom from above as pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, merciful, fruitful, impartial,
and sincere. Wisdom is received from God, cultivated through Scripture, developed through relationships
with wise people, and strengthened through obedience.

Theologian Zac Eswine offers five questions for our decision-making: Is this wise? Do I have wise people
I need? Is this wise timing? Is this wisdom's way? Why do I want this? The goal is not merely making
better decisions. We are becoming wise people whose ordinary choices reveal the good, right, and true
way of God.

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 5:8-10

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE
James 3:13-18

BRIEF OVERVIEW FOR LEADERS

This week is about knowledge-informed humility, the willingness to be wrong, to be taught, to receive rather

than assert. The examples are intentionally uncomfortable. Guide your table toward the harder question beneath

the surface: not "what do we think about those issues?" but "what does it mean to be wise rather than merely

loud?"

ICEBREAKER

What's the best piece of advice you've ever received? Or, for a lighter group: What's a decision you made
that seemed like a great idea at the time and absolutely was not?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who or what currently has the greatest influence over how you make decisions?
2. Where are Christians most tempted to say, God isn't needed for this decision? (When have we made big life
decisions without God’s involvement?)

3. How is biblical wisdom different from intelligence or good judgment?

4. Read James 3:17. Which characteristic of “wisdom from above” challenges you most?

5. Why would we sometimes seek advice from people we already know will agree with us?

6. Where might you already know what God says but are still waiting for more guidance?

7. What decision in your life currently needs wisdom rather than simply a quick answer?
PRACTICE

INDIVIDUAL - THIS MONTH
Find a "sage," someone 10-20 years further along in faith than you, whose life you genuinely want to

imitate, and ask for a one-hour conversation this month. Come with one specific question you are
currently wrestling with. Report back to the table what you heard.
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