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Mercy in an Age of Indi
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter posits that the opposite of mercy is not hatred but indifference. Hatred actively opposes
another person; indifference simply stops seeing them. A distracted, self-focused life gradually makes
suffering people invisible. Pastor Nirup identifies expressions of this indifference in performative moral
superiority, weaponized truth, and dehumanizing language.

The Gospel tells another story. We were helpless, yet God was rich in mercy and moved toward us.
Therefore, people who have received mercy become agents of mercy. Mercy is the visible, sacrificial,
benevolent gift through which God restores and renews the world. Mercy does not ignore evil or injustice;
it interrupts cycles of judgment and restores dignity and hope. The Good Samaritan is our primary model.
Unlike those who see suffering and pass by, the Samaritan allows compassion to move him.

Pastor Nirup develops three practices from the story: Familiarity (actually look at people), Willingness
(cross toward the need), and Margin (create room to stop). Learn to see the roads you regularly travel.
Become willing to interrupt your plans. Create enough margin in your schedule and finances to respond
when needs appear. Mercy does not require spectacular heroics. One act of mercy a day, performed by
ordinary saints, can become God's means of renewal.

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE
Psalm 112:4

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE
Luke 10:25-37

BRIEF OVERVIEW FOR LEADERS

This week moves from the interior and communal to the exterior — the world the group is sent into. The three

postures of indifference are easy to identify in "the culture" and harder to find in ourselves. Push gently toward

self-examination. The practice this week is meant to be genuinely disruptive of routine — not just motivational.

ICEBREAKER

Has anyone ever shown you mercy you did not earn or expect? What did it feel like to receive it?
What is one issue in your city or neighborhood that genuinely breaks your heart — and that you have
done very little about? Why?

What's a small act of kindness someone did for you that you still remember?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is indifference actually more dangerous than hatred?
Who has become easy for you to overlook and why?

Where does busyness keep you from seeing people?
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In the Good Samaritan story, several people see the wounded man. What makes the Samaritan's “seeing”
different?

Which is hardest for you: familiarity, willingness, or margin?

How can Christians hold convictions firmly without weaponizing truth or dehumanizing people?

What would change if mercy became one of the most recognizable characteristics of Christians in our city?
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How can mercy reshape our routines? What needs to be added, removed, or reformed in order to embody
mercy?

PRACTICE

INDIVIDUAL - SEVEN DAYS

Commit to one deliberate act of mercy each day for the next seven days. It does not have to be large —
but it must be intentional and directed toward a specific person, not a cause. Keep a brief log: who, what,
and what you noticed in yourself. Bring it back to share with the table.
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