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Contentment in an Age of Greed 

 

C H A P T E R  S U M M A R Y  

 

Chapter six confronts greed not simply as having money but as the insatiable desire for more. Greed feeds 

on two lies: I deserve more and I need more. The result is a scarcity mentality that continually compares, 

competes, consumes, and accumulates while never reaching enough. Money, therefore, becomes a 

revealing window into what we trust. 

Jesus offers a different life. Contentment is not resignation, mediocrity, or lack of ambition. Pastor Nirup 

defines it as an inner state of satisfaction rooted in gratitude, trusting God's provision, and generously 

sharing it with others. Contentment grows when Jesus becomes our deepest satisfaction and everything 

else is received as gift. This transforms our relationship to possessions. What we have is not ultimately 

ours to own but God's to steward. Gratitude kills entitlement and scarcity; generosity kills greed.  

The question moves from “How much can I keep?” to “What has God entrusted to me for the blessing of 

others?” Pastor Nirup proposes four formative practices: tithing, a prayer inventory of possessions, fasting, 

and solitude. The goal is not forced poverty or guilt about possessions. It is freedom from being possessed 

by what we possess, learning to trust the Father of lights from whom every good gift comes. 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE 

James 1:17 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 

Luke 12:13–21; Philippians 4:11–13 

BRIEF OVERVIEW FOR LEADERS 
Money is the topic many small groups avoid. The chapter gives you both the theological and the personal 

framing to engage it directly. The goal is not guilt about wealth, but clarity about what we actually trust — and 

the freedom that comes from holding things loosely. The communal practice this week is designed to be slow 

and honest, not efficient. 

ICEBREAKER 
• What's something you own or pursued that you thought would make you feel content, and then didn't? 

What did you learn from it? 

• How do you feel about money, honestly? Anxious, generous, confused, tight-fisted, indifferent? Pick a 

word. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Where do you most commonly feel I don't have enough? 

2. How does comparison feed discontentment? 

3. Pastor Nirup says greed is ultimately connected to trust. Do you agree? Why? 

4. What would your credit card statement or bank statement reveal about what is most important? What does 

your spending reveal about what you value? 

5. What's the difference between enjoying something and needing it to make you happy? 

6. How does gratitude weaken greed?  

7. What might it mean for you to raise your standard of giving rather than your standard of living? 

PRACTICE 

C O M M U N A L  ·  D U R I N G  T H E  M E E T I N G  

Do a Prayer Inventory together. Each person calls to mind one physical possession they own and spends 

two minutes in silence asking honestly: "Does this own me more than I own it? Does having this increase 

or decrease my trust in God?" Share what you noticed — not necessarily what the object was. Close by 

reading Philippians 4:11–13 aloud together as an act of declaration. 

 

 

 


